Beresheet...In the Beginning God created...
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In the very, very beginning there was nothing.
		
Squeeze your eyes shut tight.
		
		
In the beginning, this is what there was.
		Nothing.
		

Darkness and emptiness.

God took this nothingness and decided to fill it.
God filled this nothingness with the sky and the earth.
God called this sky and earth, “world.”
God’s breath covered the waters like a blanket but it was still very dark in the
world.
“Let there be light!” God commanded.
And POOF! There was light—and God thought this was good.
God then took the light and split it from the darkness.
God called the light “Day,” and the darkness, “Night.”
All in a day’s work—in the evening and the morning,
that was the first day of creation.
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The world had light and darkness, but it was full of blue.
Like the blue of a cloudless sky, the world only had one color.
God said, “Let me separate this blue to make it less blue.”
God created a great space between the “blue.”
God called the blue in the air, “sky”
and the blue below, “water.”
Now there was the earth and sky, air and water.
All in a day’s work—in the evening and in the morning, that was
just the second day.
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On the third day God said,
“Let me mush the sky and water into separate spots.”
The sky and water moved aside and some of the water began to dry.
Soon there was earth.
God called the dry places “land” and the water areas “ocean.”
God saw that this was good.
God then wanted to add to the land.
God said, “Let there be green growing things—
plants, seeds, fruit and other leafy stuff.”
Things began to grow and God saw that this was good.
Now there was sky and land, and water and even green leafy things growing
throughout the earth.
All in a day’s work—in the evening and in the morning, that was just the third day.
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God then said,
“Put a giant light in the sky to separate days from nights—so we can tell time,
counting days and years.”
And POOF…there were two great lights in the sky.
The bigger light, the sun,
warmed the world during the day like a
giant comfy blanket,
and the smaller light, the moon,
ruled over the night and the stars.

And God thought that this was good.
All in a day’s work—in the evening and in the morning,
that was just the fourth day.
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The Slippery, Sly, Sneaky Snake...
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Adam and the woman, now named Eve, loved being in the Garden of Eden. Life
was fun and they didn’t have to worry about anything—even putting on clothes
(who even knew about clothes then?!).
Everything they ate was delicious.
The weather was perfect—and there wasn’t even
a boring chore that they needed to do!
One day the slippery,
sly, snake saw how
happy Eve was.
The snake was
super jealous and
came up with a plan to trick Eve.
The snake said to Eve, “Did God reaaalllly
say that you can’t eat from any of the
trees in the Garden of Eden?”
“No” said Eve, “We can eat all of the delicious fruits that we find except from the
Tree of Knowledge and the tree that helps us tell the difference between what is
good and bad. A terrible punishment will happen if we eat from that tree.”
“Ssssssillly woman” said the snake,
“you won’t get a punishment! Quite the opposite! You will be able to understand
the difference between being good and bad just like God does. How bad is that?
You will think you are as smart as God!”
Eve saw how incredibly yummy the fruit looked and she imagined what it would
be like to know all of the amazing things that the tree could teach her.
SO…she took some of the fruit and took a big, juicy, drippy, bite.
She then gave some to Adam to eat too.
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Noah...God’s Partner
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God did an excellent job creating the entire world—full of beautiful animals and
plants—even us--people!
But God quickly discovered that there was a problem with the people.
The people were forgetful.
Even though God had just created the world with all of its amazing places, the
people forgot that they were God’s partner in helping to protect the world and
everyone in it.
Soon people were so forgetful about their job that they became very mean
towards each other and even hurt each other!
God became upset that God had created people.
God said, “I will start over. The people are so mean—
I need to start over from the beginning.
I will create new animals and plants and
new people who will remember Me.”
God wanted to start over,
but there was one person
who God wanted to ask for help.
This person was Noah.
Noah was a special person who
was a very good partner with God.
Noah remembered how to treat the animals
and plants and especially other people.
God loved Noah and Noah loved God very much.
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God told Noah to dock the ark
and take the animals off two by two.
When all of the animals were off the ark Noah thanked God with a prayer.
God answered Noah’s prayer with a prayer for Noah’s family.
God told Noah to fill the earth with animals and people,
but treat everything with kindness and love.
To remind Noah of this blessing,
God put a beautiful rainbow in the sky.
Each time a rainbow appears in the sky
it is a reminder of the partnership
that Noah had with God and our
responsibility to continue to
help the world.
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